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. . ene rex W ents ce 
| on, the ſituation > ſpeaker is extremely 
embirra] hg. The obſcurity. i ewe the hiſtory of | 
the "order is tavolved, 1 e impenetrable veil 
dran over their myſteries, 4000 the pr ejudices againſt, 
this society, Which are known to fill dne . 
and which douhtlels pofſels the minds of many of the 
dudjence; hive let me more'than once iq regret wy un- 
kin * talk,” for which 1 feel » Hoo reatly ines · 
Paeikstecd, In this labyrinth of perplexities, fair truth 
dries her "friendly band, ang gave me 
that, it ſollowin = 1 Qions, ſhayld obtain the re- 

1 ward, not inde BY alte app lauſe, but the peter 
mear of conſcious Alge and an approving 
wind.” Her honeſt countenance, and her fair promiſes 
bade won wy beart. Truth hall be my guide. I find 
however ſhe leads me far ayay from the long beaten 
tracks of iNiberal abuſe” and'gronndlefs cenfure on the 
one hand, und ok fulſothic” negyric and unmeaning 
 harangue'on the öther, and bids me make it my fingle 


 aimtodo'good.” Her commands 1 truſt will be obey- 
| _ ed,” th, as the dat of the occafion requires, I can re- 
. uuf 8 whith may exif} t the 1 Jury 
of the fociety, who have honored me 4 their ſpeaker, 
or can excite the wewbery'of it to hecome more wor · 
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$ chriſtiaized parts of ahe worlds 
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/ wenge you are enbbie, uns pll'es 


hands of faQious, ambitious men, cannot be denied ; 
but, that they have been praduftive of many ben&ficial 


effeRs, is equally evident; When compoſed of good. 
3 for good purfſoſes,, they hene powerful means 
roug 


of good; but in the hands of Evildoers, are dange! 
en ines of miſchief, That maſenry, in its gonſtitution 


, and to,reftrain the effects which natur- 


will. 
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lculazions, arg leſs than 996.19 twent 


apy bear a bitter enmity ig the "739 = 
little of. the bleſſed Len of * oſpe * of jv js felt; 
even in cbriffianized lands. ik 72 deeper ro- 


ar ompelled to Ie. that many pto- 

ase Br hg - benevolent religion are Arangergo is 

Wa apo feel not ano Hg gs but be 2 „ 
ang be ve filled, is ihe cold conſolation, which the. diſt 

' fed ſufferer 2 gk rom many, who by profeſſqn, are. 

the diſciples, of the beneyolent Ius. Thus, de ſtitute 

of friendly feelings, kind are further ſeparated 8 


oppoling intereſts, and religions, which: give; Brength 16 |_ 


the -hateful. ** of the heart, and man Feed "IN 
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ally | flow from the luſts and paſſions of men, 1 thin 
{Ea airs an. 


| an ere. mankind * 
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"charity tegleRed—we row 775 55 An * Werts 
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in proportion to his abi 3 
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different nation, or religion, was, d 

ER Q of hola ty... The ſhipwrecked Wann, 

traveller, was left to periſh in belpleſs 

or ed eb and beet Mas 

ves captive. How op Tack a fave of Inge 
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* _n ih gry to 165134) 
ach ha maſanry ana 

en 5 not theſe. defiras 
Whatever. the principle from which they 
ds happy, When the poor and nee- 
dy are fed aud, cloathed ?. hen che forlorn ſtrapget 
een ia in e climes, ſcievd. and à bro- 
er 7 and. bens diſplay of; the, maſonic ſymbol holds 
back the yengeful- arm Which was raiſed to ſhed a bro- 


270 jops of, 9910 


maſs far e 


8 e * . huis 
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boch Bend thine 7 thats paintings, (6 POWs 
. into the back ground, and exalt the imtkituenms 5 
of maſonry above the doktrines of the goſpel, 2 
cauſe of ſurpriſe, nor ought blame to be refletied on - 
the order, unlefs for incauriouſly admitting ang contins. 
_ vitigſuch inembers. That maſonry, in i on Ina] Cdn» 
flitution, is oppoſed to 8 is an _ or which 
I tan find no foundation,” tutſond of maſyury 7 
not only require, a tri Ede with all norat'du- 


— 


ten, but ne declare, that ns Ehriſtian brothef 
8 Sbo does not make the word df 0 
God his firſt and principal Mud. 


- - Unnavrily however for the tionor of the maſonic 1 
art; it appedrs, that « body uf men in Europe, whoſe 


horrid deſigns exceed all 'the powers of deſcriptions. | 
have on the narde, veil yy ſymbols, and _ 
| panics. Rogers of maſonry, effeQually tof 


helliſtr ptiryoſes. The leadin . 
of this infertial policy is, to eradicate from * 7 
all belief of a God, of a governing pro vidente, of the - 
immonality of the foul; and "a'furyre 1 extits 
guiſhi every principle of naturdl-and fevedled religiow gy 
and moral ſentiments, and to demoliſfi every governs, | 
ment but its ow. Wich a teal proportionate to fie 
wickedneſs of their defigris, they labored, and Hut to 
ſucceſsfully, to propagate their 1 principles, 
A ſhoot from this ſtock Vas want) 4 0 Fo £68) 
The ſoil favored ius growth, and it Houriſhed 4 ws 8 


ingly. The French D at leaſt in all _ horrid, - 
22 of it, was ibe fruit it bofe. The grand 
France ſoon became the Tout tot! the Ae | 


tion, cher the Jacobir! ſociety at Paris was the „ 
ſhop, where every meaſure, adopted by the national. 
afſembly was previouſly fabricated. ' The poiſon how. 
ever was not communicated to the whole maſonie ' ors. 
der, and we are happy that we have fo much reaſon. o 
believe, that the Lodges in the New-England . 
were preſerved from the infection. Hut is vine 
Sodom has taken root in the United States; and hence! 


doubileſs originally. ſpribg that ſtrange oppolidion * 
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for the abominations of inumiatiſm, Mou 


order, zo join in detecting this deſtru 


net cb 
and "meaſures which bave been the gvidemt means of 
| our preſent probpertyes es | 
Ir appears NANCY 46 be ile use Ruhe than be 
maſonry, that it was this ſeized upon by the 
wicked authors of this tuffchief, is 4 convenient tool! 
for their deteſtabſe defigns; Bot, vet found a ft 
perniciody purpoſes; no won- 


etime 


inſtrument ſor the 
der that it mould be regarded with a ele alous e of; 
and, that the indlgnaton, which 'matikin juitly 


be transferred to mafon *r 
N very miſtaken 216 as K — ſome of 


the mu ſonit body have been led to turn their reſent- 


went again Drs. Rontusoh, Mont, and others, who 


o_ 9 — inſtrumental in TreHing und expoßng this 
of infquity;” Ought they not rather to he con- 
| ab eminem benefactots to wankind in general, 
and to the maſonic order in particular, which; but for 
this Giſcovery, would probably have become more uni- 
to aſſume the cler- 
lesbeharacter and habit, to give the ſurer ſacceſs to bis 
meditsteck vilanies, would it be the policy of the cler- 
to: kenſure thoſe,” who were endeayoring a detec- 


verfalty infected. Was ani 


15 


n Would not true wiſdom and policy, rather lead 


wF to Jin keartily in tearing away the ſtolen maſk and 


Ye 


gthe impoſtor in bis true colors? It is equally, 
cerve, the policy, as well as dut = of the maſonic 
ve combination, 


— ; 1ous'to_the 3 of the craft, as it is 1 


your honeft indignation againſt theſe d 

mankind. ' Shew that you fee! the injury dont 

thoſe, who have aſſumed your name and cha 

fuch vile and batefa] purpoſes and let the pamies sf 


0 wiſhes for Rk catiefathon; with die to the exiſtencs' bf 


This-deftrukive „wil flog his lors abuodantly reperd, in examining 
Robinſon's Cooſpiracy, and the Memoirs of the Abbe Barruel. The faithful re- 
enn of -Dc, Morſe have affo contributed, in ao ſmall degi oe, io reflect 22 


Te Vas —— RW, the faQt, as t the exiience of 


beſt intereſts of ' ſociety, Shew, ny OT 
eſtroyers by 
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the maſonic order. We oſten heat the inivating oath. 
cenſured as a ſpecies of profanity. Thoſe. whe are af 


. ſed of, is frequent in the common 
aſſiſl, and * others in endeayors to relieve 
in 


diſtreſſed, an 


rn Ta of complaint. Here too an 


and deftituze of every virtuous ſentiment. As far as 


- 


10 * 


Wiien aur and his ociates be retnetubered wich 


the de teſtation their works deſer re. hg 
Bur this is not the only charge chibited againit 


= 
5 15 3 


norant of * ag 8 this Py A m 2 | 
to be, muſt be entitelyinca of judging © 
proptiety of it. To bind 1 — of whic 
we know neither the nature, nor tendency, is, at leaſt, 
trilling with things ſacred; but, to bring ourſelves un- 
der en not to reveal a ſecret, which, without 
ſuch engagements we could not have become poſſeſ- 
affairs of life, and 
appears not incanſitent with ſound morality ; nor. need 
ve (cruple to bind ourſelyes in the molt ſolemn mane 
ner, when there. is a proper call to do it, to unite with, 
e 


in promoting the cauſe of charity and 


ere ., e du hr org e e ibn 
Tu frequent convivial meetings of the ſociety, 


entire ignorance of the cuſtoms of the order, and he 
cauſes, which may require their frequent gt us 
orbig me to, approve or condemn; not ould I ** 
noticed the ohjettion, but to introduce a caution, ' 
which, the... known propenſities of human nature will 
zultify the propriety, Convivial meetings, ia 
ſealons, when,economy is the provider, and: 


ance preſides, I have no diſpalition to conde vt | 


by every perſon, and. eſpecially. by a ſociety. protefledly 
formed to relieve the necefltous, it ought to be Mem- 
bered, that, what is prodigally ſpent in ſelf-gratffica- 
tion, is ſo iauch withheld; from a diftrefled — — , 
from the child of want. Real charity will deny felt 
to contribute to the relief of the needy and diſtreſſed. 

Bur heavier ſtill, if true, is another charge againit 
this order, and which is repreſented as a growing evil,” 
viz. the admiſſion of members, unprincipled, uwnmoral, 


this is true, it is evidently a diſhonorable and ruinious 


departure from the conſlitution and profeſſed princi- 
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. me 
In your title of maſons, I find an admonition to 


| bes ; 11 | % | | 
ples of the'ſociety; and muſt be a ſubject of regret to 
all its worthy members. But, inſtead of inquiring in- 
to,” or pretending to obviate this eharge, I would beg + 


leave to lead your attention to truths, Which; rightly © 
; received, will enable you to repel every charge, and 
render you deferving your high and honorable titles 


of Free and Accepted Maſons. | 

/ Tux religious traths to be communicated will be 
deduced from thoſe words of our LordSrecorded 

WO OE TRUE UNA VIA "7 1 


1% #1 * | 
Vas fi" gien fl wake you frog hun ufer 


As you gloty in the character of free and indepen- 
dent | Americans,” and of free maſont, I have à right, 
Birs, to preſume, that the term free is to you a grateful 


_ found ; and, that you vill not be diſpleaſed with a free 
and independent preacher. © In this character, you will 
petmit me to appear. Were it my chief aim to decor- 


ate a tranſitory Lodge, I ſhould forget the charge of my 
orious Maſter, ' whi ires me to labor, that I may 


eam 


ſuch à faithful declaration of the truth. For were 
to apply to you, in your maſonic capacity, ſor advice 

King this day's taſk, would you not give the follow- 
direQtions—See/that you build on a fure and firm 


, foundation—daub not with untempered mortar—bring 


your work to a true line—and let your arches be pro- 
aten to the weight they are required to ſuſtain, 

ut on what ſure foundation can I build, but Jeſus 
the Saviour? There is no other. What cement will 
endure the wind, the rain, and the fiery trial, which - 
muſt try every man's vork, but the uncorrupted word; 
which abideth fore ver t By what line can I plumb my 
work; but that which is unerring, the line of eternal 
truth ? Or who can give me the plan of an arch, which 
will bear an eternal weight of glory, but be who is moſt 
wonderful in working; who arched the ſky, and meted 
out the heavens with a ſpan ; who ftretcheth the north 


| ober the empty places, and bangeth the earth upon 


en 
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nothing? And peßdes well I know, what this days 


work will be examined by him, who is, not in a limned, 
but in the moſt glorious and extenſive ſenſe, the Grand 


builder bluſh, How then can I appear 


make an angel 


bas laid, by laboring that you may be free, not in name 
only, but free indeed ? F | Ay + $77 
Grzar is the danger of miſtaking names and ſhad- 


ows for realities. Thus did thoſe towhom the text was 


originally addrefled, The Saviour made them a ten- 


| bjett p Though the Jews were, at chat very ume, 
the vaſſals of the Roman power, and the more miſera- 
ble ſlaves of fin, they confder an offer of freedom as 
an inſult ! On this diſcevery' of their ignorance, he 


then again in the text repeats the offer of that bleſſing, 


g 


* 


Maſter. And examined too with an ehe, Which might 
before him, unleſs I purfue that plan, which be himſelf - 


der of ſpiritual freedom ; but they rejected with ſcorn . 
dhe intimation that they were flaves. Me never were in 


en lay 10 how ſayeſt thow then, ye: hall be 
melee Ag eh 4 e decepiions is the human 
min 


expreſſes bis meaning in plainer terms, aſſuring —_ ; 
that, whoſoever , commutiath en us Ss a 
a 


which was worthy'the name of freedom. What is im- 


4 in heing free indeed and who can beſtow this 
ree dom, are two important inquiries, to which our, at- 
tention is called on this ſabe.” 71h 7 | a 
Finsr. What did our Lord intend by being f 
indeed. It is ſelf-evident, that he had in view the free · 
dom of the ſoul. The ſoul as well as the bady may be 
enſlaved. Unmortifyed luſts and corruptions are the 
ſame to the mind, which, chains, fetters, and dungeons 
are to the hody. Suchindeed is the nature of the mind, 


that it cannot be prevented chuſing and-refuſing what 
it pleaſes ; yet, tyrannical Juſts, 


may compel it io ehuſe, under the pteſemt power of 


temptation, what reaſon, duty, intereſt, and conſcience | 

r the influence of temp+- 
obvious truth, that we 
b. mn e 
common phraſeology, to ſpeak of the drunkard and mi- 
fer as flaves, one of his Cups, the other af the world 


forbids, The mind thus 
tation is a flave; This is 
expreſs it in our ufual forms of 
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reigning appetites, 


* : 


an f the apicure woe 5 of OP | In the 
allalage. are they hel * ate taken 
— the: teils of ambivon,. or  enfnared by the fear of 
man. Gben ve find theſe miſerable 1452 bewailing, 
in ide calm moment of of refledion their unhap > bs 
_ - while joy oy Xa of ruin before v ag : that 
time, ſome and exertions arc perhaps 
made io recover oy freedom ; but their bands are 
gong. Nie ſooner, do aheir tyrant luſts return, than 
they art again hurried, into, thoſe courſes, which they 
Kno to be deſtruftive. to their comfort, their intere 


| theig. reputation, their 15 and their fouls ee 


Reaſon remonſlrates, duiy calls, conſciepce reproves, 
dad ſtiende plead; but, alas |. they call, they. reprove, 
they. plead in vain, The. wretch. is a ſlave, and muſt 
obey, Atl chat i, in chis life, and the hopes of a 
blefled Immortality, are acrificed to a tyrannical lu 
O, deplorable Nate, of human nature 4 ia c 
in che chained ſlave, be balls at the.oar, or e 
iadignant ſtripes of an-imperious. taſk maſter, while his 
mind is free, than the monarch of che univerſe, who is 
. ſlave of. luſt and paltqn... To the one, death, at 
theſt, promiſes ; but death affords no proſpeti 
10 the, unhappy flave of luſt, but this, that his tyrants 
here mill, ſoan become his endleſs (Oxmentors,. | | 
Tus premiſes, teach. ys. 1 is to be free in- 
any © vp where calls, — to do what con- 
i ce unteſtrained by tbe allure ments of pleaſ- 
ure, the cenſures of the world, the pleas © of interef}, or 
| the diflates of yanity, and ambition, . He who ſteadfaſt- 5 
ty adberes to ibe line of duiy, undaunted at e 
unmored by . reproach, and unſeduced by the allure 
mentis of the wor he, and he alone, is free indeed. 
He delightfal, and. how animating to review in 
the ſacred _—_ the divine independence of ſuch free- 
born ſouls. Such was Paub—Oppoſition every where 
met him-—ſlagder and reproach poured. upon him their _ 
biuereſt malice—perils ſcom enemies and falſe friends,. 
perils 3 len and. land conſtanily ſurrounded bim 
_ waighings, faſting, perple xing cares, and fatiguing toils 
all. n. eee hear the | 


* 


ures the 


* 


4 5 triumphant . of a 16501 which was free indeed 

Ve. „ t e e le dean 
io myſel}, that I may my courſe Tt reckon, 
nah fer 2 15 . are” not worthy io he 
2 9 — be revealed in 11. Who, 

that b. has ever alted th the pleaſure' of being thus free, but 
has read, with raviſhing delight, the hiſtory" of that cluf- 

ter of worthies recorded in the einde to the Hebfewe, 


whom the world was not indetd worthy.” "Wi, through the = 
of divine faith, ſubdued ti # the months 
225 quenthed te violence * weakneſs” were 
7 K waxed valiant in fight, and turned to 
punrÞ pt af the aliens, © This is to be free indeed. 
Bor to this bappy freedom our nature, Em pes 
| ſent ruined Rate; is a ſtranger. The loſb of it dna 
part of that ſentence of death; which'was paſſed on our 
oſſending race. Man then died to all . Exerciſes of - 
a divine Nife, in'which true freedom confiſts. Sin ſeiz. 
ed on all the faculties of the human ſoul ; and he, who 
is deſcribed as the” ſtrong” man armed, 
| took poſſeſſion of the heart as hid palace, | The abjeſt 
* ſervitude, into which che mind has fallen, was obſerved 
PIC by the wiſer heathen ;"and their philoſphers often. 
taught the neceflity of a divine aid to raiſe it to ide 
| pendetice. It would be treſpaſſing upon your ume; to 
enter into the particular proofs of this trpth; T ſhall 
therefore only obſerve, that they, who ſuitably converſ 
with the ſcriptures, and their own hearts, cannot remain 
lang ignorant of this truth, that the body pf death, of 
which the apoſtle ſo bitterly complains hem, and 
that they too have'g law in their members warring ageinſl 
the law in their minds, and bringing them into with to 
law of fin which is in their member - But our tentionis 
called more particularly to conſider, , 
SzconDLY,'How the ſoul is reflored No- the do- 
minion of luſt to ſpiritual liberty, and made free indeed. 
Here, the language of the text needs no comment 
7 the ſon ſhall make you free, ye ſhail be fret inllted—1t is 
Son ;—he who openeth and no man ſhutteth, and 
ſhutteth and no man openeth—he who is ſtronget than 
the ſtrong . r 
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om abe ſhare of the devil, who are led captive by him 
to. do his will. It is his peculiar glory, to turn men 
from-darkneſs. to light, and from the power of fin and 
ſatan unto God. . The boaſted powers of reaſon and 


2 ate exerted in vain—in vain we deck our- 


Ives with the names and badges of freedom—in vain 
ve apply the line, the ſquare, and the compaſs of hu- 
man art ot endeavor by the mallet and chizzel of in- 


ſtruction and diſcipline to free the captive ſoul from 


its-fetters and chan, A the dry bones were com- 
manded to live ; and as clay was applyed to the eyes 


ok him, who was born blind ; ſo are means and human 


exertions to be u bat if we look to theſe to make 


us free; we ſhall find our unhappy cafe exemplified in 
her, who had ſpent her all upon phyſicians, and was 


nothing bettered; but rather grew worſe, till ſhe touch- 


_ ed his garment, by whoſe divine virtue, ſhe was made 
immediately whole. Come, O come then to him, all 


ye Who labor and arg heavy laden, who groan undet 


_ the galling yoke of fin, come to Jeſus the Saviour, and 


he ſhall give you reſt, he ſhall make you free indeed. 
Tus ſubject will, now be cloſed with a few obſerva 
tions, added to the preſent members of the maſon- 
ic order. 1.49 6 villas <0 gar oats ts +; 
Barren and Farnese | 
1 — the e have been * have not 
tentionally ices, eithet for or againſt 
the maſonie order. My ray bave' uttered the ſenti- 
ments of ,py heart; and my fincere aim has been, to 
render every member of your body, if-they are not 
already, deſerving the high and honoreble titles they 
bear; and aalen have preached to you in vain, you 
are determined to be ſree, not in name only, but in- 
deed. Happily will this day's ſervice be repaid, if one, 
though but one, immortal ſpirit, ſhall be brought to feel 
its dignity, and to reſolve that it will be a ſlave no more. 
It, Sire, you would attach reſpe&to your honora- 
ble titles, they muſt be 1 by an honorable con- 
duct. Titles ate really lbels, and terms of reproach, 
when they are not ſuſtained by a ſuitable character. I 


have the honor to belong 40 an order of men, diſtin- 
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|. ought to conſider as Tok repeactla nat ak 1. 
weir coaduct. Oe I Freely en aveShiuihs 
V . 
mn epichet, rpc e e exalred vinue Tk 
5 e important, when they remiud{uvof Unt 

a At err ſtimulate us to ſeek cor 2 


real worth but he,who fonds big e 


r 
„e ide names and gebe juflly 7 
| 5 r ͤ the ecies .- 


I 5 the following todos. 5054 el babutrn | W 
3 5 [no condition rife; ew eh "Tn Tar 
a \ wellycugpert, bend T3 2 LIES 
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1 "a bon, by the teſtimony his wolle bears un bie EN A 
wil bis accuracy of hie 0 T ® 1 
. 2 & eke ruls'of common ſenſe will man oo” 


 ſpeculative:maſonry.- If yow atbere to Ta 
2 eee worthy: Jaws = 992 
your con ſtitutian. you wil ſer ur che wee and con- | 
* © Wigs ae of the viſe, the virtuous, und the good ; ber 
| 7...  - unworthy-members e admined, and e Lodg © be- 
dente ide rendezvous of cabeband imdgucyor ohne: 
1 eclry and indecorum, the conſequences are obvious; © 
I ux fine, les a etc volume; which has been this. 
F —— d e de ever 
doe ee err 
bamp t0yeur-paths..; pr find n ſure gude 
do cone, bone, and uſe inf; Mont 
D precepts ever engage eſteem, 1 oenice 
- .,  praftice... My! e be fii ang foes. / 
{— _ _ cefefullydirefied+to proinae.the Nene of bene 
Re deer and terte the of baun mie, In 
NS focial conne ſtion mas you find alithe'pleaſure © 
"and improvement, which well regulated focjeties' ate 7 
calculated to afford—and'muy all of def hO co Wy 
this numerous all „meet in that happy f | 
where all preſent diſtinctions will ceaſe; Where vn 92 
r or We . 
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